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The Conventional Understanding
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Overarching goal of this subproject
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To which extent can 
governments effectively 
stimulate entrepreneurship 
through tax measures?



Understanding where we are

Global Competitiveness Index and similar lists
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Scoring high 
on these 

lists

More 
entrepre-

neurial 
activity

More 
investments 

and 
employment 

More growth More 
welfare



Examples
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Value of Competitiveness Indices

The Accuracy 
and 

Relevance of 
the Criteria

Limitations 
and 

Criticisms of 
These Indices

The Impact of 
Such 

Rankings on 
Policymakers
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What do Governments Usually Do?
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Who Benefits?
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Research Design 
Research Questions, Methodology, and Data

Research Questions
 RQ 1: How does the legislature view the relationship between tax law/policy and entrepreneurship?

 RQ 2: What kind of measures are introduced in order to promote entrepreneurship and/or reduce 
the negative impact of taxation on entrepreneurship?

 RQ 3: Why were such measures introduced and possibly abolished again? 

 RQ 4: What policy implications do these experiences imply (what can we learn…)?  

Methodology
 A legal, comparative, historical analysis.

Data 
 Regulations, preparatory works, white papers, literature, public debates, economic studies and 

reports.
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Your input?
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